I9g                       THE LAST GENRO

"I know you do that often."

"Prince, I visited die Shrine for the hundredth time today. My prom-
ise that I had made to pray there that many times at certain intervals,
should the god relieve your illness, has expired."
"When did you start that?"

"When you were in France last time and got appendicitis-I was so
worried about you, yet I couldn't do anything for you so I invoked
the god, as other people do under similar circumstances."
"Huh, so that's it."

"Usually I go straight home, but today, when I offered my last
prayer, something told me to see you, so I came."

Okiku smiled and went on: "What did those Genros tell you there,
Prince?"

"Huh, as usual, hundreds of different things. They talked and talked
of their past achievements-"
"You didn't hear very much in your napping, maybe?"
"I remember one or two things. Huh, yes, they told me they'll
recommend me to be the President of the Privy Council to succeed
Kuroda. And Ito and Inouye suggested that we should adopt a young
man to be Shinko's future husband."

"Oh, did they?" Okiku was agitated. Sliding to his side, she asked:
"Who is he?"

"The eighth son of the Mori family of Choshu, their former lord.
His name is Hachiro, and he's six years older than Shinko. Since we
have no son, Ito and Inouye think it's wise for us to adopt him now,
and when Shinko finishes her education at the women's college we'll
let them marry."

"Then Shinko would be eighteen," Okiku mused.
She shrugged her slender shoulders. "Well, but do you think they'll
get along all right? You know, you and I knew each other long be-
fore we-"

"True, Okiku, but it's a difficult thing, is it not? We can't very well
tell our daughter to look for her own man since other people are once
more conservative in that regard and make matrimonial affairs strictly
a family, not a personal, matter. And in addition, these days we hear
so much about college and university students being degraded. Espe-
cially those smart ones, they say, exploit innocent daughters of rich and
well-known families."

"That way, Prince, we can avoid any possibility of Shinko's be-
coming involved with an unworthy man-"